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Galen from the first century AD, Fabricius and Sylvius,
and 17th Century anatomists held the following view: The
blood originated from the liver and was of two different kinds.
One kind came from the right ventricle of the heart and trav-
elled through the body by way of veins. The other kind came
from the left ventricle and travelled through the body by way
of the arteries. Thus both streams were believed to be quite
distinct.
For years Harvey had been dissecting the bodies of fish,
animals, frogs, snakes, rabbits, etc. In those days, cutting a
dead human body was considered as an act against the will of
God. Harvey used to enter the mortuary of St.Bartholomew's
Hospital at nights, cut open the heart after few hours after death.
It took 12 years for him to make sure that the circulatory sys-
tem of animals and human beings was alike.
Harvey opened a vein and introduced a probe in it and
discovered that the probe could be pushed one - way only,
i.e., towards the heart but not in the opposite direction, con-
firming the teaching of Fabricius (valves in veins) loc. cit. The
valves in the arteries permitted flow of blood away from the
heart. The prevailing idea that blood travelled through the
veins from the right ventricle vide supra was not justifiable,
according to Harvey,
He observed that the heart in a living being moves up and
down, functions like a pump; arteries pulsate synchronously
with the heart-beat. In 1628 he propounded a theory that there
were not two different kinds of blood in the body, vide supra.